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Agricultural Marketing Service, USDA § 57.220

§ 57.116 Activities of inspectors. 
Inspectors at official plants shall 

confine their activities to those duties 
necessary in the rendering of inspec-
tion service and such closely related 
activities as may be approved by the 
Administrator.

§ 57.118 Identification. 
Inspectors shall have in their posses-

sion at all times while on duty, and 
present upon request, the means of 
identification furnished by the Depart-
ment to such persons.

§ 57.119 Political activity. 
Inspectors are forbidden during the 

period of their respective appoint-
ments, or licenses, to take an active 
part in political management or in po-
litical campaigns. Political activity in 
city, county, State, or national elec-
tions, whether primary or regular, or 
in behalf of any party or candidate, ex-
cept as authorized by law or regulation 
of the Department, is prohibited. This 
applies to all appointees, including but 
not being limited to temporary and co-
operative employees and employees on 
leave of absence with or without pay. 
Willful violation of this section or 
§ 57.120 will constitute grounds for dis-
missal in the case of appointees and 
revocation of licenses in the case of li-
censees.

§ 57.120 Financial interest of inspec-
tors. 

No inspector shall inspect any prod-
uct in which he is financially inter-
ested.

§ 57.132 Access to plants. 
Access shall not be refused to any 

representative of the Secretary to any 
plant, place of business, or transport 
vehicle subject to inspection under the 
provisions of this part upon presen-
tation of proper credentials.

§ 57.134 Accessibility of product. 
(a) Each product for which inspection 

service is required shall be so placed as 
to disclose fully its class, quality, 
quantity, and condition as the cir-
cumstances may warrant. 

(b) The perimeter of each cooler 
room used to store shell eggs packed in 

containers destined for the ultimate 
consumer shall be made accessible in 
order for the Secretary’s representa-
tives to determine the ambient tem-
perature under which shell eggs are 
stored.

RECORDS AND RELATED REQUIREMENTS 
FOR EGG HANDLERS AND RELATED IN-
DUSTRIES

§ 57.200 Records and related require-
ments. 

(a) Persons engaged in the business of 
transporting, shipping, or receiving 
any eggs in commerce, or holding such 
articles so received, and all egg han-
dlers, including hatcheries, shall main-
tain records showing, for a period of 2 
years, to the extent that they are con-
cerned therewith, the receipt, delivery, 
sale, movement, and disposition of all 
eggs handled by them, and shall, upon 
the request of an authorized represent-
ative of the Secretary, permit him, at 
reasonable times, to have access to and 
to copy all such records. 

(b) Production records by categories 
of eggs such as graded eggs, nest-run 
eggs, dirties, checks, leakers, loss, in-
edible, etc., bills of sale, inventories, 
receipts, shipments, shippers, receiv-
ers, dates of shipment and receipt, car-
rier names, etc., as determined by the 
Administrator, shall be maintained by 
all shell egg handlers, except that, pro-
ducers who ship all of their production 
as nest-run eggs without segregation 
need only to maintain records indi-
cating the amount of shell eggs 
shipped, date of shipment, and the re-
ceivers’ name and address, need only to 
maintain records indicating the 
amount of eggs received, date received, 
and the name and address of the ship-
per. 

[63 FR 69968, 69971, Dec. 17, 1998]

§ 57.220 Information and assistance to 
be furnished to inspectors. 

When inspection service is performed 
at any plant, the plant operator shall 
furnish the inspector such information 
and assistance as may be required for 
the performance of inspection func-
tions, preparing certificates, reports, 
and for other official duties.
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